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contents, being an extremely thorough and acute discussion of Aristotle’s
whole philosophy of change. Occecionally the author seems to me to
criticise Aristotle somewhat sharply for not having sucoeeded in rationalis-
ing conoceptions with which later philosophy has not been really any more
suocceasful ; he exaggerates the extent to which modern idealism re-
moved the difficulties which stand in the way of our completely under-
standing change. But there can be no question either of M. Carteron’s
learning or of his acuteness, and any student of Aristotle will profit by
this, the mosi thorough existing discussion of the subject with which it
deals. i

The interesting appendix discusses the authenticity of certain disputed
works. M. Carteron sums up (rightly, I think) in favour of the authen-
ticity of Book IV. of the Meteorologica (whic* has recently been ascribed
by Hammer-Jensen to 8trato), and of the De Moty Animalium,; and ic
regardini the Mechanics as earlier than Strato, he ascribes to it, not with-
out weif ty grounds, an earlier date than recent criticiem has usually
assigned.

W. D. Ross

Fichte et son temps. By Xavier Liox. Vol. IL, First Part. Paris:
Armand Colin, 1924. Pp. vi + 6533.

M. Léon published the first volume of this work in 1822. Tt carried
Fichte's history from his birth in 1762 to hisremoval from the University
of Jens in 1799. We have now the ﬁratrfut of the second volume, which
covers the Eeriod from 1799 to 1808. To this part of his work M. Léon
has given the title : Lutte contre I'Esprit de Réaction. ’

In this t‘Eeriod there is nothing in Fichte's life which is so iatensely ex-
citing as the accusation of atheism, and the consequent removal from Jena,
which is narrated with such force at the end of the first volume. But the
literary skill of the author has enabled him to uce an acoount of those
seven years which is of the highest interest. ugh all the complicated
negotiations and controversies which filled this part of Fichte's career,
M. Léon conducts his reader with unerring clearness, and leaves on his
mind a vivid, though a mournful, pictare.

The picture is, indeed, very mournful. For Fichte, who at the age of
thirty-seven had been acclaimed throughout Germany as the greatest
ehiloaopher of the age, was ded, six years later, as already antiuated.

Vhen, in 1805, he began his %ecturea at Erlangen, his class dropped, after
a few lectures, till it barely numbered forty, and most of these were older
men. For students he had no longer any attraction. Such a change
would be painful to any one. It was especially painful in the case of
Fichte. In the first place, his conviction of the a{moluta correctness of his
philosophy was intense to grotesqueness. In the second place he was
quite sure that his philosophy was the only thing which could reform the
world. To find that his philosophy was being superseded must have been
agonising to him.

We see how hard he fought against his critics, using very often, as M.
Léon remarks, the method and manner of the author against whom he is
writing. We see how differences of opinion led to the breaking up of old
friendships —with Reinhold, who had been his most intimate confidant for
tenMyws, with Behelling, who had been his most brilliant pupil.

. Léon gives illuminating accountas of all the writings of tgis period—not
only of the philosophical works, but also of Der Geschlossene Handelsstaat.
(Of this extraordinary book we learn that Fichte's son declared that he
had good reason to believe that his father thought it the best of all his
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works.) It is interesting to find that Fichte's excursion into economios,
fantastic and unpractical as it is, was not entirely divoroed from the current
of contemporary thought. Very interesting, also, ia Fichte's unsucovasful
ntteﬁpt to use Freemasonry as a means for impressing his views on the
wor

To pass to lighter topics we learn (p. 381) that it was “in a quarter of
an hour,” and not, as commonly reported, “in two words,”” that Madame
de Stael invited Fichte to give her an account of his system. (Fichte
actually consented to make the attempt, and was rewarded for his polite-
nesa by s criticism as impertinent as the original request.)

There are still seven years of Fichte's life to be chronicled, and every
student of philosophy who has read this volume will look forward eagerly
to tho next.

J. ErLis McTaGuaRrT.

Beitrige zur Akustik und Musikwissenschaft, edited by C. Stumrr.
Leipzig : J. A. Barth, 1924. Pp. 75. G.M. 2, 80.

Theso three reprints of papers by the veteran psychologist are gathered
%er from volumes 756 and 94 of the Zeitschrift fiir Paychologie.
first describes and discusses a case of musical ‘‘ An-hedonia,” &

wilitary mnusician (playing trombone and oello) who gradually lost his
power to play enaem%le and to enjoy music. The results of Stumpf’s stady
are entirely negative, except in pointing to a slight deterioration of timbre
in the patient and his loss of enjoyment. I am inclined to believe that
the cause was primarily peripheral (middle ear catarrh 7). The destruction
of timbre and therewith of musical enjoyment (with retention of many
musical eapacitie&thnt such slight deafness can cause hasto be experienced
to be believed. ith one perfect ear the effect can be ignored ; with both
ears affected it cannot, while the actual deafoess may be negligible.
There hardly seems reason at ieast to assume any purely central defect.

The other two papers discuss at great length the questions (1) of
binaural tone-mixture, raised by the studies of v. Liebermann and Reves=.
on the mistuning apparent in v. Liebermann's ears; (?) of the difference
between sung and speech. Stuwpf thinks that there is in hearing no true
evidence for the existemoe of tone-mixture similiar to the mixture of
colours familiar in vision. The other discussion meritoriously leaves
things very much as they were for the Greeks and for common sense before
Kohler's rather capricious intervention. SBtuwmpf's clarity nnd restraint
are always admirable.

H.J W.

Reaceived also :—

J. W. Scott, Kant on the Moral Life, London, A. & C. Black, Ltd., 1924,
pp. 182, 10s.

E. Adicgen, Kant wnl das Ding an Sich, Berlin, Rolf Heise, 1924, pp.
161

J. 8. Mackenxie, Ultimate Valuss (Library of Philosophy and Religion),
Iondon, Hodder & Stoughton, Ltd, 5p 191, Ba

W. Tudor Jones, Metaphysics of Life and Death (Library of Philooopﬁh‘{
and Beli 'on% London, Hodder & Stoughton, Ltd., pp. 202, 3s.

R. W. Selbie, The Psychology of Religion, Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1924.

Psychology ard the Sciences, ed. hy W. Brown, London, A. & C. Black,
Ltd., 1924, pp. vii, 184, 7s. 6d.

102 ‘0z Jequiesa uo Aklgl uel|pogd e /610'sfeudnolploxo puiwy//:dny woJj papeojumod


http://mind.oxfordjournals.org/

